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SUBJECT: INDUSTRIAL UNREST CONTINUES IN DAMASCUS: BAATHI ACTI- 
VISTS EROM HAMA JAILED 

REF: DAMASCUS 3408 

1. REFTEL REPORTED THAT WORKERS AT LARGE TEXTILE FACTORY 
IN DAMASCUS SUBURB OF QABUN HAD SUBMITTED PETITION TO SARG 
PROTESTING LACK OE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO ALLEVIATE WORSENING 
ECONOMIC SITUATION. RECENTLY, DAMASCUS PRESS REPORTED EIRE 
OCCURRED IN THIS FACTORY ON JUNE 15. ON JUNE 21, BRITISH EMBOEE 
TOLD US THAT A UK ENGINEER HAD BEEN VISITING KHUMASIYYAH EACTORY 
WHEN OIL TANK EXPLODED. FEW MINUTES LATER, THERE WAS SECOND 
EXPLOSION IN ANOTHER BUILDING IN EACTORY COMPLEX. ACCORDING 
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TO EMBOEF, UK ENGINEER TERMED EXPLOSIONS CLEAR CASE OE 
SABOTAGE. COINCIDENTALLY, ENGINEER ALSO VISITED CEMENT 
EACTORY IN DUMMAR, JUST OUTSIDE DAMASCUS ON BEIRUT ROAD, 

AND NOTICED SOME LEAKS IN CHEMICAL STORAGE TANKS THAT IN 
HIS OPINION INDICATED SABOTAGE. 

2. EMBOFE ADDED THAT THEIR EMBASSY HAD PICKED UP FROM 
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SEVERAL SOURCES INFORMATION THAT WORKERS AT NUMBER OF 
GOVERNMENT-OWNED FACTORIES WERE ENGAGED IN WORK SLOWDOWNS. 

3. EMBOFF THEN DREW OUR ATTENTION TO RECENT ARTICLE IN 
AL-BAATH WHICH REPORTED HAMA 

LABOR SYNDICATE LEADERS HAD 

COMPLETED 0)-DAY FACT-FINDING TOUR OF HAMA PROVINCE TO 
DISCUSS WORKER'S CONDITIONS WITH MEMBERS OF SYNDICATE. IN 
HIS OPINION, THIS INDICATED REGIME WAS MAKING SOME EFFORT 
TO IDENTIFY WORKER GRIEVANCES AND DEMONSTRATE TO WORKERS 
THAT LABOR HIERARCHY WAS CONCERNED WITH THEIR PROBLEMS. 

4. EMBOFF CONCLUDED, HOWEVER, BY NOTING THAT HAMA CONTINUED 
AS PROBLEM AREA FOR SARG. THEIR EMBASSY HAD LEARNED FROM 

A lOURNALIST WORKING FOR AL-THAWRAH THAT 30 BAATH PARTY 
ACTIVISTS FROM PARTY'S HAMA BRANCH HAD RECENTLY BEEN 
DETAINED IN MEZZE PRISON FOR CRITICIZING REGIME. 

5. COMMENT: LABOR UNREST APPEARS TO BE CONTINUING IN 
ABSENCE OF SARG MEASURES TO ALLEVIATE CAUSES OF WORKER 
COMPLAINTS, INCLUDING OFFICIAL CORRUPTION AND INABILITY OF 
WORKERS WAGES IN PUBLIC SECTOR TO KEEP PACE WITH RISING 
COST OF LIVING. DETENTION OF BAATHISTS FROM HAMA INDICATES 
THAT TRADITIONAL TENSIONS BETWEEN THAT CITY AND REGIME 
REMAIN ACUTE. 
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